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Does Digital Village Construction Stimulate Return
Migration?

Ma Junfeng

Abstract; This paper uses data from the National Migrant Population Dynamic Monitoring Sur-
vey coupled with the County Digital Rural Index ( CDRI) developed by Peking University’s
New Rural Development Institute to study how county—level digital rural development affects re-
turn migration of labor. It shows that digital rural construction in infrastructure, economy,
governance, and daily life attracts out—migrant workers back. A one-standard-deviation in-
crease in the CDRI raises return migration intention by approximately 25% above the mean,
translating to an estimated 3 million returnees engaging in local employment or entrepreneur-
ship. This effect remains robust after addressing endogeneity concerns. Mechanism analysis i-
dentifies two primary pathways; stimulating entrepreneurial activity and promoting e—commerce
development. Heterogeneity analysis further shows that digital villages disproportionately
attract labor — intensive industry workers, short — duration migrants, business — oriented
migrants, low—skilled laborers, those returning voluntarily for family reasons, and those re-
turning involuntarily due to employment pressure. The findings suggest that advancing digital
rural development can strengthen the internal growth drive of county economies, attract labor
force return, and consolidate the talent base for rural revitalization.

Key words: digital economy; digital rural construction; return migration of labor; entrepre-
neurial vitality; E-commerce
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