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Research on the Correlation between the Economic Growth of China’s Border

Cities and Neighboring Countries
LI Guanghui, TANG Yushuang and LI Xiongshi

Abstract: In the context of accelerating the construction of a new development pattern in China, border areas are important hubs
connecting domestic and international circulation, and neighboring countries are the key areas of the international circulation. This article us-
es the Moran index to analyze the spatial and temporal differences in the correlation between the economic development of China’s border
cities and neighboring countries from 1991 to 2021. The results show that there is always a positive correlation of economic development
between members in the whole region,but the local spatial clustering characteristics have changed during the research period. Furthermore,
the indicator of “market potential” proposed by New Economic Geography is used as the proxy variable to measure the spillover effect of
regional economic growth, and a spatial error model is constructed. The results show that since the introduction of the “Belt and Road” ini-
tiative, China’s opening up to the outside world has continued to deepen, effectively releasing the opening—up potential of domestic re-
gions.The level of economic cooperation and synergy of economic development between our border cities and neighboring countries has
been improved,a new pattern of bilateral mutually beneficial and win—win cooperation has been initially formed,and the border areas have
gradually changed from the “end” to the “front” of opening up.However, compared to non border cities, there is still room for improve-
ment in the market potential of border cities in China and neighboring countries in promoting each other’s economic growth. To this end,
it is necessary to cultivate a distinctive industrial chain in the border region, concentrate efforts on developing central cities in the border re-
gion, and use this as a support to construct borderland international economic cooperation belts in segments, so as to magnify the spillover
effect of regional economic growth.

Keywords: economic correlation; border cities; neighboring countries; spatial spillover effects
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