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Research on the Pathways for Promoting High-Quality Trade
Development through the Co-Building of the Belt and Road Initiative

in Border Regions
Li Guanghui, Tang Yushuang, Yang Wanyu

Abstract: As a key area for implementing the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), border regions play a crucial role in
fostering high-level opening-up and promoting high-quality trade development. Their active participation in the BRI pro-
vides strong momentum for regional development and contributes to the formation of a comprehensive opening-up land-
scape. The initiative positively impacts trade scale, structure, business models, and development conditions in border re-
gions, thereby driving high-quality trade growth. Over the past decade, connectivity with neighboring countries has sig-
nificantly increased, industrial structures have steadily upgraded, open platforms have been rapidly established, and trade
development conditions have continuously improved. However, challenges remain, including the diminishing effective-
ness of “policy rent”, weak infrastructure support, suboptimal trade structure coordination, and an underdeveloped trade
environment. To address these issues, border regions should focus on strengthening industrial foundations to support
trade, enhancing the efficiency of trade corridors, continuously optimizing the trade environment, and leveraging the four
key innovation advantages of open platforms to further empower high-quality trade development.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative; High-Quality Trade Development; Border Regions
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